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No. 368

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,

to all the Heads of Diplomatic Missions accredited to Paris.

Paris, September 3,  1939.
YOUR EXCELLENCY,

In conformity with Article 2 of Convention III of The Hague, dated
October 18, 1907, I have the honour to send you herewith the notifica-
tion relative to the State of War existing between France and Germany.

GEORGES   BONNET.

The aggression which the German Government, scorning the
methods of peaceful settlement of differences to which it had bound
itself to have recourse, and the appeals to free discussion or to media-
tion addressed to it by the most authoritative voices, committed against
Poland on September 1, in violation of engagements most freely
accepted both towards Poland herself as well as towards all the signa-
tory States of the Pact of renunciation of war of August 27, 1928, has
confronted the French Republic with its obligations to assist Poland,
obligations resulting from public treaties and known to the Govern-
ment of the Reich.

The supreme effort, attempted by the Government of the French
Republic and by the British Government with a view to maintain
peace by the cessation of aggression, was frustrated by the refusal of
the German Government.

In consequence, as a result of the aggression aimed by Germany
against Poland, a state of war exists between France and Germany as
from September 3, 1939, at 5 p.m.

The present notification is made in conformity with article 2 of
Convention III of The Hague, dated October 18, 1907, relating to the
outbreak of hostilities.

No. 369
Joint Anglo-French Declaration

THE Governments of the United Kingdom and France solemnly
and publicly affirm their intention should a war be forced upon them
to conduct hostilities with a firm desire to spare the civilian popula-
tion and to preserve in every way possible these monuments of human
achievement which are treasured in all civilized countries.

In this spirit they have welcomed with deep satisfaction President
Roosevelt's appeal on the subject of bombing from the air. Fully
sympathizing with the humanitarian sentiments by which that appeal
was inspired, they have replied to it in similar terms.

They had indeed some time ago sent explicit instructions to the
Commanders of their armed forces prohibiting the bombardment,